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Recommendation of His Excellency the Bishop 
Of Trenton, N. J. 


Dear Reverend Mother: 

I am indeed pleased to recommend most heartily the Apostolic 
work of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. You are 
laboring in your own quiet way, and in accordance with the wishes 
of our Holy Father, Pius XI, gloriously reigning, solely that Our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, may be better known and better 
loved by those for whom he gave His life on the Cross that all men 
might have life, and have it more abundantly. 


Any assistance given you will be rewarded by the Saviour Himeelf, 
who has promised: ‘“‘Whosoever shall give a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, amen, I say to you, he shal] not lose his re- 
ward.” I am sure such a labor of love needs no further commenda- 
tion to the good priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Trenton. 


Wishing you every blessing in your noble work, I beg to remain, 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


0 MOSES E. KILEY, 


July 24, 1984. Bishop of Trenton. 
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A LETTER TO A NATIVE NOVICE 


To avoid the Mission unnecessary expense, kindly 
notify us immediately of a change of address. If you do 
not, the postal authorities will tax us for their notification. 
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SEVERAL GOOD WAYS TO HELP THE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS 


PRAYER: —Without the grace of God the Missionaries could do nothing whatever for the salvation of souls. By praying for 
them you bring down God’s blessing upon them and their apostolic labors. 


SUFFERINGS: —To unite one’s sufferings, trials and hardships to those of Jesus on the Cross and offer them for the salvation 


of pagan and Mohammedan souls. 


ALMS:—IE no one would support the Missionaries they could again do nothing. 


THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A SISTER 


BY BECOMING A PROMOTER OR MEMBER 


THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A DISPENSARY 
TO RANSOM A YOUNG GIRL FOR A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE 


OF A MISSION GUILD OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA. 


YOUR LAST WILL:—" is 4 poor Will which does not name Our Lord Jesus Christ among its beneficiaries. Remember 
the works of charity of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa in making your Will. And when 
life, that precious time to merit has passed away for you, the Sisters, whom you have helped, will continue to do good in your 


name and you will share in their prayers, works and sacrifices. 


OLD JEWELRY:—Why treasure away broken and old-fashioned gold or silver jewelry when it can be transformed into 


chalices or ciboriums to shelter the Eucharistic King? 


Would not the memory of loved ones be more 


honored by sacrificing their cherished souvenirs for so sacred a cause than by letting them lay useless in some corner? 
CODD CWO CWO DO FWO DFW FOF FOF FVOF D FVOP D CVO D TWOP D CWI DSW OGWHL D 


Missionary Guilds of Our Lady of Africa 


A Mission Guild of Our Lady of Africa is established to 
help the Missions under the special protection of Our Lady, Queen 
of Africa. Just as every other guild or club, there must be a 
President and other officers. There must also be promoters, who 
try to get as many members as possible. 

The members of the Guild promise to contribute a certain 
small amount for Our Lady’s Missions every week. As a reminder 
of their promise and at the same time to facilitate the putting 
aside of this small sum, the members, at their enrollment in the 
Guild, receive a little bag in which they may keep their weekly 
offering. At the close of every ten weeks, the promoters collect 
the total for the missions. 

A meeting is called for the promoters to give in the offerings 
of their members, which is then sent to the Sisters. This meet- 
ing may also be a little social gathering for the Promoters. 

Who would miss five or ten cents a week? However, this 
sum, although small in itself, when donated by a nuumber of 
people each week, becomes no less than a fortune in Missionland. 

Who can estimate the number of hearts, living tabernacles, 
in which God will ‘feign, simply because a nickle or dime was 
put aside each week for the missions? And who can conceive 
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the reward that Our Lady of Africa will obtain from her Divine 
Son for those who help to extend His Kingdom among the 
Mohammedans and pagans. 
SPECIAL FAVORS ARE GRANTED 
TO PROMOTERS BY THE HOLY SEE. 

(a) A plenary Indulgence may be gained under the usual 

conditions on 

(A) the day of their enrollment as promoters. 

(B) the following Feasts: Immaculate Conception, Saint 

Augustine, Saint Monica, Saint Peter, and Saint Francis 

Xavier. 

The Masses said for Promoters after their death at any 


Altar will procure for their souls the same favors as if the 
Masses were said on Priviledged Altars. 


FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS 


Three Masses are said every month for the living and de- 
ceased members. Moreover, they share in the apostolic labors of 
all the Sisters of the Congregation and in the prayers said for 
them in all the convents of the Congregation. 
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A Pilgrimage to the Basilica of Our Lady of Africa 


OR MORE than a year, the little girls of St. 
Charles’ native workroom had been begging the 
Sisters to take them on a pilgrimage to the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Africa. They had heard 
many stories of the wonders to be seen there: the 
statue of the beautiful lady in her blue mantle, her 
dress embroidered with gold; the sparkling stained 
glass windows; the prayer for the musulmen; the 
wax arms and legs, the crutches, and numerous 
votive offerings of all descriptions testimonies of the 
miraculous cures and celestial blessings of ‘’Lalla 
Meriem”’. Were they ever to see these marvels 
with their own eyes? Finally the trip was promised 
to them as a reward for sustained good behavior and 
perfect attendance and was greeted with delirious joy. 
On the morning of the 
great day, the excited chil- 
dren gathered together in the 
workroom court yard. They 
looked charming in their holi- 


The Missionary Sisters of Our Lady 


brought their little brothers; so that the Sisters found 
themselves with a large caravan of women and 
children to conduct to Algiers. 


It was early in the morning that the picturesque 
group set out. A quiet, mysterious feeling seemed 
to hover over these minds, ordinarily so turbulent, 
and they became suddenly calm and recollected. 
The intense joy of mother and child could be seen 
only in the light which furtively shone in the jet 
black eyes, through the opening of the veil. 

The first part of the journey had to be made on 
foot. Already some were falling behind, for their 
feet ached inside their narrow shoes. Nevertheless, 
no one thought of complaining; no one asked how 
much longer they had to walk. Everything having 
been organized in advance, 
when the pilgrims arrived at 
the Trolley Station, cars were 
waiting for them. Most of 
the girls had never seen a 


day finery. The older girls 
had an embroidered handker- 
chief to be used, according 
to the native custom, to veil 
their faces. Each one was 


completely enveloped in a - 


flowing long white veil 
which, while it hid the de- 
tails of her clothing, allowed 
her freedom of movement. 
The girls did not come 
alone. Some of them were 
accompanied by their moth- 
ers or aunts, while others 


of Africa extend their heartiest congratu- 
lations to Monsignor Griffin on the oe- 
casion of his appointment as auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of Newark. 

Under the zealous direction of the 
Bishop elect the mission cause has pros- 


pered in the Newark diocese, while his 
organization has been adopted by other 
dioceses. 

May Our Lady of Africa obtain 
abundant blessings on Monsignor 


Griffin’s new field of labor. 


street car; they were com- 
pletely bewildered, knowing 
neither how to get in nor 
where to sit, to the great 
amusement of the conduct- 
ors. But the Sister came to 
their aid and soon each one 
was settled. 


The excitable Orguaia, 
who had been quiet this far, 
could no longer control her 
admiration when the car, 
on its way through Algiers, 

(Continued on page 14) 
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A Feast Day at the Mission 


URROUNDED by mountains and by picturesque 

sites, midway between Kayes and Bamako, Kita, 

a nest of verdure, flowers and fruits, is called the 
paradise of the Soudan. 

Gigantic mango trees shade Saint Felix’s mis- 
sion village of two hundred souls: descendants of 
the slaves ransomed by the first Missionaries. 
Staunch Catholics, with lively faith and sincere 
piety, the greater number are daily communicants. 
Sunday is sanctified by early Mass and Communion 
and by the assistance at High Mass later on in 
the morning; while part of the afternoon is given 
to the recitation of the rosary, sermon, and Benedic- 
tion of the Blessed Sacrament. 

These valiant Catholics live happily in peace and 
harmony, cultivating fields of millet, rice and pea- 
nuts—the native food. Family life goes on strength- 
ening itself in our little village, due to the develop- 


THE KITA MISSI 


ment of the Christian 
spirit in each of its mem- 
bers, cemented by the 
blessing that brings to 
each hearth, the birth of 
numerous children, who 
are the pride and joy of 
the parents as well as the 
hope of the mission. 

One trait from among 
many will enable the 
reader to appreciate to 
what sublime sentiments 
these people, whom we 
are inclined to believe 
rather dull, may rise. 

Charles reminded his 
wife that it would be soon 
time for their son to leave 
for the preparatory Sem- 
inary. 

“Will you weep, Clem- 
ence?” he asked. 

“Of course I shall weep, 
how could I do otherwise. 
But if God calls Marius, 
would I do anything to 
keep him?” 

When Christmas was 
approaching she thought 
more of preparing her 
soul for the coming of the 
Christ-Babe than of her 
pleasure and attire. 

“I cannot buy a new 
dress for Christmas,” she 
said, “but that does not 
matter. As long as my 
soul is white I shall be 
contented. When my son, 
my only hope, went away 
to the Seminary I cried. 
But Marius said: ‘Do not 
weep, Mother, I must 
leave you but it is to save 
my soul and yours. That is worth more than all the 
money in the world.’ Since that day, I have often 
thought of his words and they have consoled me 
and helped me to endure my poverty for God's 
sake.” 

But the work of evangelization is not limited to 
this village. It ir-adiates to a distance of twenty-five 
miles comprising the surrounding villages, in which 
may be found Catholics and catechumens the 
descendants of the aborigines, who live side by side 
with neighbors still pagans. Despite this close 
contact, always dangerous for the faith of neophytes, 
these Catholics of the bush offer striking examples 
of piety and their spiritual life is strong and fruitful. 

Thus their fidelity to assist at Sunday Mass at 
Kita in the only church of this region is a testimonial 
of their lively faith. It is impossible for those who 
live in the more remote villages to come to the 
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Soudan 


mission every week, but they do manage to be 
present every two or three weeks at Mass. It is 
indeed edifying to see them affronting the bad roads 
during the rainy season—but one must know what 
a tornado of the Soudan is like to appreciate their 
courage. Fortunately, the Sisters are there to check 
colds and prevent more serious ills. And it is for 
one purpose only that they endure such hardships: 
to approach the Sacraments. I know of families who 
left their homes early in the morning but, being 
detained on the way by storms, did not reach the 
mission until around noontime. After going to 
confession and receiving the Holy Eucharist, they 
retumed home, happy and comforted. 

An example of the faith of a father and mother 
is worthy of special mention. 

A little girl from Lamrelena, a village about fifteen 
miles from Kita, was brought to the Mission seriously 
ill. Miningitis was diag- 
nosed and she was 
anointed immediately. Al- 
though she had lost the 
faculty of speech, the child 
was entirely conscious. 
Her father approached 
and exhorted her thus: 

“Margarita, my _ child, 
do not be afraid to die; 
death will take you to 
Jesus. I taught you to know 
and love Him, and now 
you will witness the truth 
of my teachings. You are 
more fortunate than I, for 
you will see what I must 
believe. You should be 
happy to die young. The 
world is wicked and it is 
hard to keep on the nar- 
row path that leads to 
heaven. I am sorry that 
you are going to leave us, 
but I know it is a blessing 
for you to die young.” 

Then he reviewed her 
short life and excited her 
to contrition. 

The poor mother was 
not less admirable. Hold- 
ing the crucifix for the 
child who was too weak, 
she said: 

Do not fear death, my 
little one, to lose Jesus is 
the only evil. Everything 
that you learned in your 
catechism is going to be 
realized for you. I cannot 
accompany you, but cling 
to Jesus; it is He who will 
save you.” 

The children of theneigh- 
boring villages are like- 


wise very numerous. When the rainy season is over, 
the little ones are brought to the Mission to prepare 
for their first Holy Communion. 

The Missionary Fathers, who have motor-cycles, 
frequently visit the distant villages but owing to the 
many occupations of the Mission Center, the Sisters 
can rarely go further than a distance of ten miles to 
visit and care for the sick. 

The boys’ school is attended not only by the lads 
of Saint Felix'’s village but also by a large number 
of boys from the out lying villages, who remain at 
the Mission during this time. The principal aim of 
the school is to prepare the boys for entrance to the 
catechists’ school or to the Seminary. 

The little boys of the bush, who run wild in 
their villages, respond remarkably well to the disci- 
pline of the school. They are docile and never rebel 

(Continued on page 14) 


A Visit to a Neighboring Village 
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A PILGRIMAGE TO THE BASILICA 
OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA 
( Continued from page 11 ) 


passed the magnificient glass windows of the large stores. 
Losing all reserve, she pointed out with loud exclamations, 
each new object which came into view. 

When the pilgrims arrived at the foot of the hill of the 
Queen of Africa, in the brilliancy of the early daylight, the 
statue stood gracefully outlined against the blue sky. The 
ascension was made in pious recollection which changed into 
admiration as soon as the children entered the Basilica. Eyes 
opened wide to take in all the beautiful things that ornamented 
the shrine. Some of the little ones strayed from the Sisters; 
and entering the sanctuary, they mounted the Altar steps. 
The older girls bought candles which they were happy 
to offer to “Lalla Meriem”’. The Mohammedan children could 
not take their eyes from the statue of Our Lady of Africa. Time 
was given to them to satisfy their naive piety; then, as the 
morning advanced, they were invited to have lunch. 

The trip had been long, and the brisk air on the hill had 
sharpened their appetites. They needed no coaxing. 
their lunch, they made many and curious comments. Among 
all the extraordinary things they had seen, that which had 
most impressed the group was the great quantity of wax feet 
and arms hanging from the walls of the Basilica. An explanation 
of the origin and reason for these offerings was given. Struck 
by the power of the gentle Virgin, a sick woman exclaimed: 
“Indeed, if ‘Lalla Meriem’ cures me, I will return here to thank 
her and burn candles before her statue.” 

“I will do the same”, promised the mother of a little 
boy whose sight was in danger. 

The day passed too quickly for the children’s liking; and 
to everyone’s regret, the signal for the departure was given. 
The little Arabs promised to come back again as they threw 
a last kiss to “Lalla Meriem", and bestowed profuse thanks 
upon the Sisters. 

Through the light of faith, may Our Lady of Africa obtain 
for her pilgrims the grace to become in reality her own children. 


Sr. M. Raphaela, W.S. 


During 
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LIFT UP THY HEART 


From Kegoima: Our cook, now in possession of an harmonica, 
gives us free concerts at all hours. He brings the dishes to the 


table with one hand, while with the other he plays the Mass 
for the dead or the Litany of the Saints. 
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THE KITA MISSION 
Soudan 
( Continued from page 12 ) 


against the rule. But what is more surprising still, it is rarely 
necessary to call them to silence or to reprimand them during 
the five hours that they spend in the class room. Being fond 
of learning, the little bush boys, who are not at all wanting in 
intelligence, assimilate the lessons very quickly. 


They are for the most part very earnest children, and their 
simple piety expresses itself in the erection of little altars 
which are decorated with lights and flowers. On holidays, they 
play at saying Mass and teach catechism to their juniors, who 
are not always willing listeners! 


The little girls are not less interesting. Their morning is 
spent in the classroom and the afternoon is devoted to domestic 
science, according to the customs of their country, and to the 
learning of weaving in Timbuktu style—colored designs on a 
cream background. By means of the workroom the girls remain 
with us until they are about fifteen, the marriageable age in 
this region. This daily contact with them makes it possible to 
instill in their hearts solid Christian principles that will remain 
their best treasure in after life. 


Sr. Marie Joseph, W.S. 


THE CHOICE OF A NAME 


From Ouherewe: Sister Lucia met one of her former pupils bring- 
ing the baby of the native instructor of the Boys’ School to be 
baptized. 

“What is the baby’s name going to be?” asked Sister. 

“Really, I cannot say. The priest must choose from these,” 
she replied, handing Sister a paper on which was written: 
“Proedicanda, Sedes Sapientiae, Rosa Mysterica”’. 


The Missionary Father settled the question by saying: “Isabella 
will be her name. She is a great Saint. 


OBITUARY 

Father Bosman, W. F., Nyassa, Africa 

Brother Marius, W. B., Maison Carre, Africa 

Brother Gonzague, W. B., Maison Carre, Africa 

Sister Mary of the Angels, W. S., Treves, Germany 

Sister Marie Arcadia, W. S., Boxtel, Holland 

} Mr. James Kiley, Somerville, Mass. 

Mr. Charles Cole, Jersey City, N. J., Guild Member 

| Mr. John Muscynski, Jersey City, N. J. 

Mr. Thomas Doud, Atlantic Highlands, N. J. 
Guild Member 

Mr. Francis Brasch, Red Bank, N. J., Guild Member 

Mrs. Anna Gagner, Fayetteville, N. Y. 

Mr. Timothy Mulrenan, New Haven, Conn. 

Mrs. Mary Hardman Wagner, Spring Lake, N. J. 

Mrs. Margaret White, Spring Lake, N. J. 

Mr. Michael White, Spring Lake, N. J. 

Mr. & Mrs., John Dailey, Spring Lake, N. J. 
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The Virtues of Guy de Fontgalland (continued) 


By Reverend L. L. Mc Reavy, M. A. 


UY was not allowed to wander out in Paris 
alone, save to go to school and back; he could 
vary the route a little, but on no account must 

he transgress the specified limits. An old friend of 
the family met him one day at the lunch hour re- 
turning at full tilt along the pavement. She pulled 
him up. 

“Where are you racing to? What's it all about? 
You're as flushed as can be.” 

“Yes, I'm hot. I'm running after the firemen. I'm 
awfully keen on seeing them.” 

The lady turned in time to see two fire-engines 
disappearing at full speed down the street. 

“Ah, there they go into the Avenue Mozart. But 
anyway, Guy, you couldn't catch up to them, now.” 

“No, worse luck!" he grinned: “and in any case 
I should have stopped at our street. I'm not allowed 
to go past the corner — even for the firemen,” he 
added with a sigh. 

Firemen, I fancy, may stand as a representative 
stiff test for a lad of nine. 

“Pudicus” 

“Guy's purity,” says the Rev. E. Devaud, Professor 
of Philosophy at the University of Fribourg, “is not 
describable. One does not describe the purity of a 
child any more than that of an angel.” In this ef- 
fusive age we are inclined to fling the word angel 
about with little or no regard to its meaning. Every 


“nice child” is characterized as “an angel: small 
compliment to the heavenly choir! And yet there 
must have been something of the angel in Guy, for in 
the course of his lifetime both Our Lord and Our 
Lady addressed him by that title. What likeness 
there was lay in his delicious purity. No doubt his 
virtue, like that of the angels, was never tested; cer- 
tainly it was never tarnished; but it is discernible all 
the same in his angelic modesty. For in a child 
of Guy's years, purity can only find expression in 
modesty. 

Without being prudish or “touchy,” he seemed to 
know by a sort of intuition what was proper. One 
evening his mother came to bid him good night, 
dressed in the fashionable yet questionable de- 
colletée style known as “evening wear.” She was 
due to go out somewhere, and was only conforming 
to the conventions. But her seven year old child 
had no particular respect for conventions. 

“Mama,” he whispered, “you belong to me and I 
don't want others to see you like that. Put on an- 
other dress, do....ahigh one... . one that covers 
your arms and shoulders. Litle Jesus does not like 
that sort of thing.’ He was only repeating in child 
fashion what the Holy Father has pleaded time and 
time again, and what even good Catholics have as 
often explained away. She could not blame him. 


(To be Continued) 


a As emits 
Dominico: “Here it is! Here it is!” 
Jacobo: “Let’s see! Jersey City! That’s it.” 
Paulo: “And that’s the place where they live?” 
Dominico: “Yes, Sister said they live in Jersey City.” 
Johanni: “What was it they had for us?” 


Jacobo: “It was — it was — oh, 1 forget what Sister 
said it was.” 


Petro: “Well, it was something that gave them a lot 
of work, and it was all for us.” 


Paulo: “Weren’t they nice, though!” 


Johanni: “Yes, and we’ve got to pray hard for them; 
we've got to make—” 


Petro: “Sacrifices, and acts of self denial.” 
Jacobo: “Yes, and big ones, too.” 


The White Sisters unite their prayers with those of the little Negroes in sincere gratitude to the 
Promoters and Members of Our Lady of Africa Mission Guild, Jersey City, for giving a card party in favor 
of the African Missions. May Our Lady of Africa obtain the choice blessings of her Divine Son for the 
Chairmen, the committee, and for all those who, in one way or another, helped to make it a success. 
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Letter to A Native Novice 


One of the novices of Issavi. Central Africa, received the fol- 
lowing letter from her father, which is translated literally. 


Astrida Mission 
To my eldest child who bears the name of her father, Maria Dionizia: 
Are you well, my child? | send you heartiest greetings. Listen, 


| told you | would write to you and here is my letter. 


Pay attention to what | tell you. | remind you always to 
conquer yourself. In this war with oneself, if one so desires, one is 
never conquered. 


My child, always obey the Sisters, your Superiors, Jesus Christ 


Te ates aac Ta a 


Himself always was submissive to His. ee ars re 
Remember the words of Jesus Christ who said: "You will 
suffer and in a few days you will rejoice.'’ And so it is with us. 


Now we do not lack occasions of suffering in the performance of our 
duties and these will bring us to our Father's house in Heaven. Put 
afterwards, when we shall have attained our desires, nothing will 
prevent us from being altogether happy. 


My child, you are not guarding your heart properly if you think 
of earthly things. That has no use - that will advance us to nothing. 
Rather, labios your heart for things of heaven. It will cure both 
our body and our soul. 


Continue to fight valiantly. Gird yourself to fight for our 


kingdom. With the cross Jesus Christ conquered it for us. It is thus A Native Sister Teaching the Catechism 
that He struggled valiantly. He accepted being nailed to the Cross. 

Do not fear, my child, the vocation in which you find yourself will be of the greatest use for you. Even for your 
father and the son of your father, verily. Did not Moses alone save all his family? (The people of Israel) And you, by 
persevering can save all your family. But pray a good deal, for of ourselves we are incapable, if we have not implored 


the Lord. 


Jesus Christ has said: Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find. Whatsoever, you ask the Father in 
my name, He wil! give it to you.’ Ask above all constantly, that your parents and those who brought you up do not 
tire themselves in vain. Thank this Mother crowned with the diadem of maternity. lt is she, the Holy Virgin, the 
Mother of the Saviour, who will keep you. 


My child, to seek for earthly things is the same thing as to desire dreams. Dreams will give you many beautiful 
things; but when you awake, you will look for them in vain. These dreams are of no use. 


Finally, my child, we know the days that are past, but we do not know the future. May we pass them in glorify- 
ing the things of heaven. They shall not deceive us like dreams. 


Good bye, my child. May peace be with you. May God give you His blessing, my beloved child. My child, 
remember to thank God for having sent us the Missionaries who have taught us, who were ignorant. | ask you that 


the day you remember these words you will say: ‘If they had not come by whom would we have learned what will 
save us?” 


When you will have finished, utter this cry of joy and say: ‘'l throw this grass* for You, my God, Thou who 
hast given me those who make me remember You." This grass is your heart, your intelligence, your works. May He 
not find another blade of grass which surpasses that of the above. My sincere greetings to your Superior. 


|, your father, 


* The Natives of certain tribes throw blades of 
grass to honor or thank some one. DIONIZ!O MAZINA. 


Important Information 


In order to facilitate the renewal of your subscription you will find enclosed 


an addressed envelope. Kindly insert the price of the subscription, seal, stamp 
and mail. 


We ask our Guild Members and those who have already renewed their sub- 


scription, not to take any notice of the envelope; it neing impossible to withdraw 
it from their respective copies. 
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